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2009 ANNUAL TOTALS FOR LAS VEGAS 

 

TEMPERATURE 

 

            OBSERVED AVERAGE    NORMAL*     DEPARTURE 

 

HIGH            80.7            79.9        0.8 

LOW             59.3            56.3        3.0 

MEAN            70.0            68.1        1.9 

 

***2009 WAS TIED FOR THE 2ND WARMEST YEAR ON RECORD*** 

***LOW TEMPERATURES WERE THE 5TH WARMEST ON RECORD*** 

 

HIGHEST TEMPERATURE OF THE YEAR:        113 DEGREES ON JULY 18 

LOWEST  TEMPERATURE OF THE YEAR:         29 DEGREES ON JANUARY 6 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS AT OR BELOW 32  DEGREES:  7 (ANNUAL AVERAGE: 24) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS AT OR ABOVE 100 DEGREES: 72 (ANNUAL AVERAGE: 72.4) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS AT OR ABOVE 110 DEGREES:  7 (ANNUAL AVERAGE: 8.6) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS AT OR ABOVE 115 DEGREES:  0 (ANNUAL AVERAGE: 0.6) 

 

DAILY TEMPERATURE RECORDS (TIED OR BROKEN): 

             HIGH TEMPERATURE RECORDS:   HIGH MAX: 3     HIGH MIN: 18 

             LOW  TEMPERATURE RECORDS:   LOW  MAX: 3     LOW  MIN: 0 

 

THE LAST TIME A LOW MINIMUM TEMPERATURE RECORD WAS SET IN LAS VEGAS WAS 

JUNE 4, 1999. 

 

PRECIPITATION 

 

            TOTALS      NORMAL*     DEPARTURE 

 

            1.59 IN.    4.49 IN.    -2.90 IN. 

 

***THIS WAS THE 8TH DRIEST YEAR ON RECORD*** 

 

GREATEST 24 HOUR PRECIPITATION..................0.58 IN. ON FEBRUARY 7 

TOTAL DAYS WITH MEASURABLE PRECIPITATION**......18 (ANNUAL AVERAGE: 26) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF THUNDERSTORM DAYS...............10 (ANNUAL AVERAGE: 12) 

SNOWFALL........................................0 

 

HIGHEST OFFICIAL WIND GUST:     61 MPH ON DECEMBER 22 

 

READINGS AND RECORDS ARE FROM THE OFFICIAL WEATHER RECORDING STATION 

AT MCCARRAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

*NORMALS ARE FROM 1971-2000. 

**MEASURABLE PRECIPITATION IS 0.01 IN. OR GREATER 

 

 



...2009 FINISHES AS ONE OF THE DRIEST YEARS ON RECORD... 

 

...2009 YEARLY STATISTICS... 

 

...LAS VEGAS... 

 

2009 FINISHED WITH AN AVERAGE TEMPERATURE OF 70.0 DEGREES WHICH TIED 

WITH 2003...2005 AND 2008 AS THE SECOND WARMEST YEAR ON RECORD. THE 

WARMEST WAS 71.1 SET BACK IN 2007. THE WARMTH THIS YEAR WAS LARGELY 

DUE TO THE LOW TEMPERATURES AND THE AVERAGE LOW TEMPERATURE AT 

MCCARRAN AIRPORT WAS THE 5TH WARMEST ON RECORD AT 59.3 DEGREES. BY 

COMPARISON THE AVERAGE HIGH TEMPERATURE OF 80.7 TIES FOR THE 27TH 

WARMEST ON RECORD. 

 

THE TOTAL PRECIPITATION AT MCCARRAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT...THE 

OFFICIAL CLIMATE STATION FOR LAS VEGAS...WAS 1.59 INCHES AND THIS 

RANKS AS THE 8TH DRIEST YEAR ON RECORD....JUST EDGING OUT THE 1.69 

INCHES SET IN 2006. THE DRIEST YEAR ON RECORD WAS BACK IN 1953 WHEN 

0.56 INCH FELL ALL YEAR. ONLY TWO YEARS IN LAS VEGAS HAVE HAD LESS 

THAN AN INCH OF RAIN FALL ALL YEAR WHILE ONLY TEN YEARS HAVE HAD 

LESS THAN 2 INCHES. 

 

PRECIPITATION ELSEWHERE IN THE LAS VEGAS VALLEY FOR 2009 WAS 

GENERALLY BETWEEN 1 AND 2 INCHES WITH AMOUNTS OF 2 TO 3 INCHES ON 

THE WEST AND FAR NORTH SIDES AS WELL AS IN THE FAR SOUTHEAST AREA OF 

HENDERSON. THE HIGHEST AMOUNT WAS 3.58 INCHES AT AN AUTOMATED SITE 

AT THE WEST END OF FLAMINGO ROAD. 

 

PLEASE REFER TO THE 2009 CLIMATE SUMMARY FOR LAS VEGAS ISSUED UNDER 

RNOPNSVEF FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

 

...ELSEWHERE... 

 

2009 WAS A DRY YEAR ACROSS THE ENTIRE AREA WITH PRECIPITATION TOTALS 

BELOW NORMAL AREAWIDE. THE GREATEST DEPARTURES FROM NORMAL WERE FROM 

DEATH VALLEY...PAHRUMP AND LAS VEGAS SOUTHWARD TOWARDS SOUTHERN SAN 

BERNARDINO COUNTY. ALTHOUGH FEBRUARY 2009 FEATURED AN ACTIVE STORM 

TRACK ACROSS THE AREA AND A MAJOR LATE SEASON STORM AFFECTED THE 

AREA IN APRIL 2009...JANUARY AND MARCH WERE VERY DRY MONTHS. 

ADDITIONALLY MOST OF THE AREA ALSO SAW WELL BELOW NORMAL 

PRECIPITATION TOTALS FROM THE 2009 MONSOON SEASON. THE FOLLOWING 

SITES ALL HAD ONE OF THEIR DRIEST YEARS ON RECORD... 

 

                                                              RECORDS 

LOCATION                  2009 TOTAL    RANK    DRIEST/YEAR   START 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BARSTOW-DAGGETT AIRPORT   1.54 INCHES   7TH     0.75/2006     1948 

NEEDLES AIRPORT           2.26 INCHES   9TH     0.92/2002     1948 

TWENTYNINE PALMS          1.06 INCHES   7TH     0.27/1956     1935 

BAKER                     0.87 INCH     2ND     0.71/1964     1953 

MITCHELL CAVERNS          2.96 INCH     1ST     3.05/1962     1958 

WIKIEUP                   5.00 INCH     6TH     1.86/2002     1925 

 

RANKINGS BASED ON YEARS ONLY WHERE A TOTAL WAS REPORTED FOR ALL 

MONTHS. 

 

TEMPERATURE EXTREMES ACROSS THE AREA DURING 2009 AT OFFICIAL CLIMATE 



STATIONS RANGED FROM A HIGH OF 128 DEGREES AT FURNACE CREEK IN DEATH 

VALLEY ON JULY 18TH TO A LOW OF -27 AT SPRING VALLEY STATE PARK NV 

ON DECEMBER 9TH. 

 

PLEASE SEE OUR UPCOMING OFFICE NEWSLETTER...THE DESERT SUN...FOR A 

LIST OF THE 10 BIGGEST LOCAL WEATHER EVENTS OF 2009. THE NEWSLETTER 

WILL BE AVAILABLE ON OUR OFFICE WEBSITE. 

 

THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS PRELIMINARY AND IS SUBJECT TO A FINAL 

REVIEW BEFORE BEING CERTIFIED BY THE NATIONAL CLIMATIC DATA CENTER. 
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